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                                    Curriculum Progression Map

	St Mary and St Joseph’s RC Primary School

Music Progression Grid – Year Six


	Singing
	Listening

	• Sing a broad range of songs within an appropriate vocal range, with clear diction, accurate tuning, control of breathing and phrasing and communicating an awareness of style.

• Sing three and four part rounds and simple harmony lines, showing an awareness of how the parts fit together.

• Refine use of dynamics, tempo and articulation when performing, following physical signals and written symbols (pp p mp mf f ff < > accelerando, rallentando, staccato, legato).

	 • Suggest improvements to my own and others’ work using appropriate musical vocabulary.

• Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory.

• Appreciate and understand a wide range of live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians. Compare different pieces of music using appropriate musical vocabulary.

• Recognise and name a growing number of individual instruments within instrumental families.

• Begin to relate music across time to other factors e.g. world events and develop idea of a musical timeline.

	Composing
	Musicianship and performing

	• Continue to improvise freely over a simple groove, responding to the beat, developing a sense of shape and character, using tuned percussion and melodic instruments. Extend improvised melodies beyond 8 beats.

• Compose music for a range of purposes, confidently and appropriately using the inter-related dimensions of music to create specific effects, moods, atmospheres and ideas.

• Further explore the difference between major and minor by using a 5 note set starting on C (major) and D (minor) and compose a ternary piece (ABA); where other instruments are available e.g. keyboards, explore major and minor in different keys.

• Plan and compose an 8- or 16-beat melodic phrase using the pentatonic scale (e.g. C, D, E, G, A) and incorporate rhythmic variety and interest. Play this melody on available tuned percussion and/or melodic instruments.

• Capture and record creative ideas in different ways e.g.: graphic symbols, rhythm notation, staff notation and music technology.

• Make improvements to my own work, giving reasons using appropriate musical vocabulary.
	Pulse and Rhythm

• Confidently play or sing a rhythmic pattern or melody and maintain it as part of a multi-layered ensemble piece, keeping a strong sense of pulse.

Pitch

• Play melodies on tuned percussion or melodic instruments, following staff notation and using notes appropriate to the instrument.

• Accompany melodies, using block chords or a bass line using tuned percussion or melodic instruments, or using music software.

• Further develop the skill of playing by ear on tuned instruments, copying longer phrases and familiar melodies.

Reading Notation

• Further understand the differences between semibreves, minims, crotchets, quavers and semiquavers, and begin to understand their equivalent rests where appropriate.

• Read and play confidently from rhythm flashcards and rhythmic scores that contain known rhythms/ notes.

• Further develop the skills to read and perform pitch notation within an octave (e.g. C–C/ do–do).

• Read and play from notation a four-bar phrase.

Performing

• Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, playing and singing with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression.

• Conform to the etiquette of performance situations as a musician and as an audience member 

	New Vocabulary

Ensemble - a group of people who perform instrumental or vocal music.

Improvisation - the creative activity of immediate ("in the moment") musical composition.

Expression - making appropriate use of dynamics, phrasing, timbre and articulation to bring the music to life.
Diction - the pronunciation or enunciation of your vocal expression.
Tuning - adjusting the pitch of one or many tones from musical instruments to establish typical intervals between these tones.
Instrumental families - These relate to the way an instrument is played, the sound it makes or the material it is made from. The main five groups are: Strings, Brass, Woodwind, Keyboards, and Percussion.
Accelerando - gradually increase the tempo of a song until otherwise noted.

Rallentando - a gradual slowing of the tempo.
Stave/staff - a set of five horizontal lines and four spaces that each represent a different musical pitch or in the case of a percussion staff, different percussion instruments.
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This list of repertoire is intended to give teachers a good start in terms of choosing music

for Year 6 and to highlight music which is age-appropriate. It should not limit the

imagination and creativity of the teacher in terms of seeking and using other musical
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At the end of Year 6, pupils should be able to identify some of the following pieces of
music and their characteristics. Brief contextual information on each piece can be found
in Appendix 3.

Western Classical Tradition and Film

Title Composer Period

1812 Overture Tchaikovsky Romantic
Connect It® Anna Meredith 21st Century
O Euchari Hildegard Early
Hallelujah from Messiah Handel Baroque
Rondo alla Turca Mozart Classical
Symphony No. 5 Beethoven Classical

Night on a Bare Mountain Mussorgsky Romantic

Mars from The Planets Holst 20th Century
Bolero Ravel 20th Century
English Folk Song Suite® Vaughan Williams 20th Century
Symphonic Variations on an African Air Coleridge-Taylor 20th Century
For the Beauty of the Earth Rutter 20th Century
This Little Babe from A Ceremony of Carols Britten 20th Century
Night Ferry Anna Clyne 21st Century
Jai Ho from Slumdog Millionaire A.R. Rahman 21st Century

Popular Music

Style Title Artist(s)
90s RnB Say My Name Destiny’s Child
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examples.

Good repertoire for this age group includes:

• Trad. South Africa: Siyahamba

• Junior Voiceworks 1: Calypso

• Sing Up: Touch the Sky 
• Sing Up: Dona Nobis Pacem

• Sing Up: We are the Champions

• British National Anthem – God Save the Queen

• Sing Up: We Go Together

• Trad. Ghana: Senwa de Dende

• Sing Up: Be the Change

• Sing Up: One Moment, One People
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entury

Night Ferry

Anna Clyne

21st Century

Jai Ho from Slumdog Millionaire A.R. Rahman

21st Century

Popular Music

Style

Title

Artist(s)

90s RnB

Say My Name

Destiny’s Child

Blues

Runaway Blues

Ma Rainey

Jazz

Take the ‘A’ Train

Billy Strayhorn/Duke
Ellington Orchestra

Rock n Roll

Hound Dog

Elvis Presley

Pop

With A Little Help from My Friends

The Beatles

Funk

| Got You (I Feel Good)

James Brown

Disco

Le Freak

Chic

80s Synth/Pop

Smalltown Boy

Bronski Beat

90s Singer/Songwriter

Play Dead

Bjork

Art Pop

Wild Man

Kate Bush

90s Indie

Wonderwall

Oasis

5 A Case Study of using these pieces i practice is found in Appendix 3 on pages 85 and 84 respectively.
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Musical Traditions

Country”

Tradition

Title

Artist/Composer

Middle East

Folk

Sprinting Gazelle

Reem Kelani

England

Folk

Sea Shanties

Various

Poland

Folk

Mazurkas Op. 24

Chopin

Argentina

Tango

Libertango

Piazzolla

Brazil

Samba

Fanfarra (Cabua-Le-Le)

Sérgio Mendes/Carlinhos
Brown

Indonesia

Gamelan

Baris

Gong Kebyar of Peliatan

India

Indian Classical

Sahela Re

Kishori Amonkar

Punjab/UK

Bhangra

Bhabiye Akh Larr Gayee

Bhujhangy Group

Trinidad

Calypso

Tropical Bird

Trinidad Steel Band

Nigeria

Drumming

Jin-Go-La-Ba (Drums of
Passion)

Babatunde Olatunji

South Africa

Choral

Inkanyezi Nezazi

Ladysmith Black Mambazo

Composing

Improvise

Extend improvisation skills through working in small groups to:
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• Sing Up: There’s a  Power in the Music 
