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School Prayer This Week 
Dear God, thank you for digital technology and the ways it helps us to learn, discover and have fun. Help us to keep a healthy balance by remembering to put our devices down so we can enjoy playing outside, being creative and spending time with the people we love. Amen.
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Welcome back everyone

· Welcome back! It's absolutely wonderful to see everyone again, and wow—what fantastic attendance this week! You're all doing an amazing job keeping the momentum going. 
We've also had the joy of welcoming our new reception class this week! It's such a special time watching our youngest learners settle in and explore their new classroom. Here's to a fantastic year ahead!

· School Uniform - Please can all children wear their full uniform and make sure they are wearing school shoes NOT trainers unless it is PE. Ties & Book Bags can be bought from the school office or via school gateway; Ties are £4.50. Book bags are £3.50. PE tops and long-sleeved quarter zips can also be purchased via our online supplier here. 

· Breakfast Club – Our breakfast club is open from 7.45am each morning and costs only £1 each day. Children will also receive breakfast and a drink. Children can attend any morning and will just need to bring a £1 per day.
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Urgent Reminder
This is a reminder that we are a Nut free school. We have had a few children bring nuts or Nutella into school. We have both children and staff with severe nut allergies that they could become very poorly. Thank you for your understanding.







School Attendance and Punctuality 
We are introducing a new software to track our school’s attendance called ‘Attend’. You will receive regular updates regarding your child’s attendance and punctuality along with congratulatory emails for good or improved attendance. Please look out for these during this year. 
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Fri 11th Sep
Non-uniform day for £1 donation to school
Tues 15th Sep
Mass at 11am
Fri 25th Sep
Non- uniform day for £1 donation to school
Wed 21st Oct
Break up for half term at 3.25pm



Guidance regarding wearing earrings at school

Please see snapshot below for guidance regarding wearing earrings for physical activity at school. As we have active playtimes throughout the day, we would request that children no longer wear earrings for school on any day, thank you. 
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Scheduled PE Days for Classes

Tuesday – Reception, Year 3 & Year 4
Wednesday – Year 2 & Year 6
Thursday – Reception, Year 1 & Year 5
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National guidance from the Association for
Physical Education (afPE) states that all earrings
and jewellery must be completely removed for
physical education (PE), swimming, and sporting
activities. (0) support Services ... +2

Core Guidance Rules

¢ No Taping: Taping over earrings with
micropore tape or plasters is no longer
recommended. National bodies state that
taping creates a false sense of security and
fails to prevent severe tearing injuries if an
earring is snagged. “* stJohn's CofE Pri.. +3

e Removal: Pupils must be able to remove their
own earrings independently. School staff are
not insured or permitted to remove or replace
children's earrings. &) Amble Links Prim... +2

¢ Newly Pierced Ears: New piercings typically
need six weeks to heal before studs can be
safely taken out. Schools strongly advise
parents to schedule new ear piercings at the
very start of the summer holidays to allow
enough healing time before the term begins.




image6.png
FREE
SCHOOL
MEALS

Worth Applying Even If You Are Not Sure

Free School Meal (FSM) eligibility is changing from
September 2026

Many families are entitled to Free School Meals and don't
realise it?

Applying is quick, confidential, and could save your family
money while supporting your child and our school.

‘Why should 1 apply?

« Your child gets a free, heaithy school meal every day

« You could save money on food costs

« The school may receive extra funding to support
children's learning

« Applying will not affect your other benefits

« Your application is private

How To Apply - It Takes Just A few Minutes

* Go to our council website and search Scan me \gf
“Free School Meals" or scan the QR Code

+ Complete the online form (you'll need
your National Insurance number)

« Wait for confirmation — the school will be
informed automatically

Our Children's

pudE

(Rl Services are...
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PALS Active Club is Opening at ST MARY & ST
JOSEPH’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL,

Times: Prices:

FRK, 3:25pm - 4:00pm £4.00
3:25pm - :25pm Ofsted 3:25pm - 4.25pm £6.00
3:25pm - 5:00pm Registered 3:25pm - 5:00pm £7.00
INCLUDES SNACK

3:25pm - 4:00pm

FUN MULTI-SPORTS ACTIVITIES,
CRAZY STEM ACTIVITIES,
ARTS AND CRAFTS, PLUS MUCH MORE!

ITION worth £100!

details below and we will pick one
ive £100 worth of PALS vouchers.

How to book; Clickorscan here  [Ew=s[E

Click or visit; % 3
https://pals.ipalbookings.com Ok 225

Need help with your booking or have a question? Please contact us;

support@playandlearnscheme.com 07930 924993
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Blackburn with Darwen

B\:‘:'::N ADULT LEARNING
ESOL

We are offering a FREE 5-week pre-entry ESOL course for parents.
The sessions will include developing key language to promote
communication between home and school.

Course availability is limited so book early to avoid
disappointment.

Day StartDate EndDate Time Number of Sessions
Wednesday | 23/08/2025 21/05/2025 9:15-11:155m s
Wednesday | 23/04/2025 21/05/2025 Tom-3om B
Thursday 24/03/2025 22/05/2025 S151115em B
Thursday 24/03/2025 22/05/2025 Tom—3om B

Friday 25/0/2025 23/05/2025 915-11:155m s

For more information of to book a course call Marie
01254 222153 or email marie.coleman@blackburn.gov.uk
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Please also be considerate of

our neighbours when parking

your car to drop off or collect
your child from school
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15
MINUTES
LATE

9 DAYS
LOST

90%

Seriously
worrying

19 DAYS ABSENCE

114 hours of learning lost
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