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Introduction
At St Mary and St Joseph's Catholic Primary School, we are committed to providing an inclusive, supportive and nurturing environment where every child is valued and enabled to achieve their full potential.

We believe that all children, including those with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), are entitled to a broad, balanced and ambitious education that enables them to:
Achieve the best possible outcomes
Become confident and independent learners
Develop socially and emotionally
Participate fully in school life
Prepare successfully for future education and adulthood

This report explains the arrangements we make for supporting pupils with SEND in accordance with the Children and Families Act 2014 and the SEND Code of Practice (2015).

Who can I contact about SEND?

SENDCo: Anne-Marie Parker
Headteacher: Andrea Thomson
Email: office@smsjrc.blackburn.sch.uk
Telephone: (01254) 698301


If you have concerns about your child's progress or development, your first point of contact should be your child's class teacher.

What kinds of SEND do we support?
We support children with a wide range of needs across the four areas identified in the SEND Code of Practice:

Communication and Interaction
Including:
Speech, Language and Communication Needs (SLCN)
Autism Spectrum Condition (ASC)

Cognition and Learning
Including:
Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLD)
Dyslexia
Dyscalculia
Moderate Learning Difficulties

Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH)
Including:
Anxiety
Emotional regulation difficulties
Attachment difficulties
ADHD


Sensory and/or Physical Needs
Including:
Hearing impairment
Visual impairment
Physical disabilities
Medical needs affecting access to learning
How does the school identify children with SEND?

We believe that early identification is essential.
Children may be identified through:
Teacher observations and assessments
Progress and attainment data
Discussions with parents and carers
Information from previous settings or schools
Medical professionals
Educational psychologists and other specialists
External agency reports
Reviews of existing support plans
We monitor the progress and wellbeing of all pupils and act quickly if concerns arise.
What should I do if I think my child may have SEND?
If you have concerns:
Speak to your child's class teacher.
Arrange a meeting with the SENDCo if appropriate.
Share any information from professionals involved with your child.
Work with the school to agree next steps.

We value parents as partners and encourage open communication throughout the process.

How will the school support my child?
All pupils receive:
Universal Support
This includes:
High-quality adaptive teaching
Differentiated learning activities
Inclusive classroom practice
Positive behaviour support
Access to the full curriculum
Careful monitoring of progress

Where additional support is required, we may provide:
SEND Support

Using the graduated approach:
Assess
Identifying strengths, barriers and areas of need.
Plan
Agreeing support strategies and outcomes.
Do
Implementing support and interventions.
Review
Evaluating effectiveness and planning next steps.

Support may include:
Small group work
Individual interventions
Additional pastoral/nurture support
Specialist programmes
Advice from external professionals
Reasonable adjustments

How will I know how my child is doing?
We work closely with parents and provide regular opportunities to discuss progress.

This includes:
Parents' evenings
Annual reports
SEND review meetings
Meetings with the SENDCo
Informal discussions as required
Children receiving SEND Support will normally have at least three review meetings each academic year.

How are children involved in decisions?
Children's views are extremely important.
We encourage pupils to:
Express their opinions
Share their aspirations
Discuss what helps them learn
Participate in reviewing targets and support
Support is planned around each child's strengths, needs and goals.

How will teaching be adapted?
Teachers are responsible for the progress of all pupils in their class.
Adaptations may include:
Visual supports
Modified resources
Additional processing time
Flexible grouping
Alternative recording methods
Assistive technology
Targeted adult support

The aim is always to promote independence whilst removing barriers to learning.

What specialist services are available?
Where appropriate, the school may seek advice from:
Educational Psychology Service
Speech and Language Therapy
Occupational Therapy/Physiotherapy
School Nursing Service
Child and Young People’s Mental Health Services (CYPMHS)
Specialist SEND advisory teachers
Family Hub services
Social care professionals


Parents are involved wherever referrals are made.

How do you support pupils' emotional wellbeing?
We recognise that wellbeing is essential for learning.
Support may include:
Nurture approaches
Pastoral support
Social skills groups
Emotional literacy programmes
Transition support
Positive behaviour strategies
Safeguarding support where appropriate

Our school promotes a culture of belonging, respect and inclusion.

How is the school accessible?
We are committed to ensuring that disabled pupils are not disadvantaged.
We do this through:
Reasonable adjustments
Accessible learning environments
Individual risk assessments where required
Accessibility planning
Adapted resources and equipment

Further details can be found in our Accessibility Plan.


How do you support transitions?
We understand that transitions can be challenging.
We support pupils through:
Starting School
Liaison with nurseries and previous settings
Parent meetings
Information sharing
Moving Between Classes
Additional visits where needed
Transition meetings
Sharing of support plans
Moving to Secondary School
Enhanced transition programmes
Additional visits
Information sharing with receiving schools
SEND transition meetings

What if my child has an Education, Health and Care (EHC) Plan?
We work closely with families and the Local Authority to implement EHC Plans effectively.
This includes:
Delivering agreed provision
Monitoring progress
Annual review meetings
Multi-agency working
Supporting transitions to future settings

How are school staff trained?

The school is committed to ongoing professional development.
Training may include:
Autism awareness
ADHD
Dyslexia
Speech and language development
SEMH needs
Safeguarding
Medical needs
Assistive technology
Inclusive classroom practice

The SENDCo regularly reviews training needs and supports staff development.

How are resources allocated?
The school uses its delegated SEND funding to provide support for pupils identified with SEND.
Additional funding may be requested from the Local Authority where a pupil's needs require more specialist provision.
Resources are allocated based on individual needs and levels of support required.

How can I find out more about services available locally?
Information about local SEND services can be found through:
Blackburn with Darwen Local Offer
https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/children-families-and-young-people/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities-send-local-offer 
The Local Offer provides information about education, health, social care and support services available for children and young people with SEND and their families. 
What should I do if I have a complaint? 
We aim to work closely with families to resolve concerns as quickly as possible. If you are unhappy about any aspect of SEND provision: 
1. Speak to your child's class teacher. 
2. Contact the SENDCo. 
3. Contact the Headteacher. 
4. Follow the school's Complaints Policy if concerns remain unresolved. Further information can be found in the school's Complaints Procedure available on our website. https://www.stmaryandstjosephs.co.uk
Review of Information Report 
This SEND Information Report is reviewed annually and updated in response to changes in legislation, guidance and school practice. 
Reviewed: Autumn 2026      Next Review: Autumn 2027 

"Together, we aim to ensure that every child is valued, included and supported to flourish academically, socially, emotionally and spiritually."
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